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Full Newsletter Available Online  OR check with  
the school office that your email address is on file 
to receive an email link copy. 
 

Enter - http://castlemore.ps.yrdsb.ca/  

Click - News & Events 

Select - Newsletters 

April 2  World Autism Day  

April 13  6:30 p.m. - School Council Meeting 

April 5, 19 Pizza Days 

April 12, 26 Sub Day  

April 18 - 22 Earth Week 
 

PRE-REGISTERED NEW KINDERGARTENERS  -   

PARENT INFORMATION SESSION -  

THURSDAY, MAY 11, @ 6:30 - 8 P.M. 

April 2017  
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A MESSAGE FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM …. 

Principal             Gwendolyn Emmerson  
Vice-Principal    Thang Tran  
School Trustee  Billy Pang (647) 461-9965             
Superintendent of Schools - Erik Khilji   
                             (905) 940-7800         

Spring is officially here!  We hope that all our students and families had a relaxing and enjoyable March Break.  The arrival of 
warmer weather affords students the opportunity to be outside and active in their community.  It is wonderful to see the stu-
dents connect with new and old friends at recess as they engage in fun, safe activities.  This physical activity holds many 
health benefits for students.  We have purchased new outdoor play equipment to help students stay active during recess.  We 
continue to encourage students and families to walk to school as another way to get regular exercise and to be eco-friendly. 

 
The three months leading up to the end of June is a busy time for students.  There are many exciting activities happening at 
the school such as Fun Fair, Grade 8 Graduation, Grade 8 trip to Brock University, Track and Field meets, Welcome to Kinder-
garten event, and Eco-School activities.  The teachers are working hard to provide programs which support students’ consoli-
dation of skills and knowledge necessary for their grade level.  This level of focus on instruction is especially applicable to the 
Grade 3 and Grade 6 students as they will be participating in the EQAO test during late May and early June. 
 
As we organize for next year, our staff will make every effort to place students in the best learning environment for each child 
to be successful. We take into account Ministry and Board guidelines, individual needs, academic achievement, emotional and 
social development, behaviours, gender balance, English Language Learner and Special Education needs, and work habits. 
Teachers have the benefit of knowing the children they are currently working with and we rely on their professional decisions.  
We appreciate that parents/guardians also have valuable information to share with us. While we do not accept requests for 
specific teachers, as teaching assignments may change between now and September, if you have information or suggestions 
which will assist us in making an appropriate placement, please write a brief note to the teacher and the Principal by May 19th, 
2017. 
 
We welcome your input with regard to the learning style or classroom structure which you feel would be the most appropriate 
for your child’s success. While we recognize that people may wish for their children to avoid a split grade, this is not always 
possible.  Split grade placements are inevitable in every public school setting, and our teaching staff ensures that students 
achieve grade specific expectations within every placement.  We do try, when possible, to avoid placing students in a split 
grade setting for two consecutive years.  Requests will be accommodated only where the placement will enhance student 
learning. As always, the final decision for the placement of all students at Castlemore P.S. rests with the Principal, in consulta-
tion with teaching staff and parents. We ask that you have confidence in the professional judgment of your child’s teacher and 
the school administration in making the best possible choice for your child next year. 
 

Lastly, we would like to share with you some news about staffing changes in the office.  Judy Ng will be moving to Aldergrove 

PS as she has accepted an EOAA position at that school.  We cannot thank her enough for all she has done to help students, 

families, and staff members here at Castlemore PS.  We will all miss her enormously.  We wish her well as she begins her role!  

We are looking forward to welcoming a new member to the office staff in the near future. 

Gwen Emmerson and Thang Tran 

STUDENT ABSENCE 
 

Please call the office by 8:30 a.m. at 905-887-1543 for  
every student absence and/or late. 
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PROVINCIAL ASSESSMENT FOR 

GRADE 3 AND 6 STUDENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Castlemore, we celebrate by wearing blue and by raising a flag. Around the world, many  

famous buildings, choose to “light it up blue” or raise a flag to spread awareness and celebrate  

Autism, specifically early diagnosis, early intervention, acceptance, and support.  We know so many 

people in our school who have Autism and we celebrate their strengths and achievements every 

day.  Our Spirit Committee did an excellent job sharing information about Autism, and  

encouraging us to wear blue on April 3rd!  Visit www.autismspeaks.ca to learn more about Autism.  

 

April is Autism Awareness Month  

April 2nd - World Autism Awarenes Day 

We are preparing for our provincial testing which will take place for Grade 3 and 6 students be-

tween May 23rd and June 5th.  A letter that will contain all the pertinent information will be sent 

home with those students.  We ask parents to avoid making appointments for your children dur-

ing this time to ensure their attendance at school. Teachers have been involved in preparation 

with their classes so that all students are as comfortable as possible with the process.  We stress 

the importance of these assessments, however, we are sure to explain to our students that this is 

only one assessment they will participate in this year.  Parents can assist with the preparation 

just like they would with any other school assignment or homework.  Gr. 3 and Gr. 6 EQAO re-

sults do not affect report card marks. 

YRDSB Policies and Procedures 
 

Policies and procedures govern the operation of the Board and our school. To ensure they remain current, the Board re-
views policies and procedures on a regular cycle. Seeking feedback from staff and community members, including parents/
guardians, is an important part of the review process. 
 
All policies available for comment are sent to school council chairs, and are posted on the Board website along with infor-
mation about how to provide feedback. The policies and proposals currently available for comment include: 

 
The following policies with investigative components: 

 Professional Misconduct and Progressive Discipline 

 Respectful Workplaces and Learning Environments 

 Supporting Community Concerns 

 
A proposal for next steps on the process for addressing concerns raised by students, staff and community members. 

 
To learn more, visit www.yrdsb.ca/aboutus/policy/  

http://www.autismspeaks.ca
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Policy/Pages/Policies-for-Comment.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/aboutus/policy/
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  PLANNING FOR 2017—2018 
 

 
 
Our preparations for the 2017-2018 school year are underway, and our success depends on accurate projections of the 
school population. 
 
Do you have a younger child at home whom you have not yet registered? 
Do you have new neighbours who need to register their child? 
Are you moving to another address within our attendance area?  Please check with our Office for required paperwork. 
Are you moving out of our School area? 
If you are moving out of our school area, please complete the form below and return it to the School as soon as possible 
 
 
 
My child(ren), __________________________________________________(name(s), who is/are in grade(s) ______ 
(current grade), will not be attending Castlemore Public School in September, 2017.  
 
 
We will be moving to_______________________________________ (please provide name of new school, if known). 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature __________________________________ Date  _________________________________ 

KINDERGARTEN -  GRADE 8 REGISTRATION 

 

Registration for the 2017-2018 year began in January.  Children born in 2013 are eligible to attend Junior Kindergarten in  
September, 2017.  Those born in 2012 who are not currently attending public school are eligible for Senior Kindergarten in 
September, 2017.  (Please note JK students presently at CPS do not have to re-register for Senior Kindergarten.).  For new stu-
dents born 2004-2011 entering Gr. 1-8, please drop by the office to pick up and complete a registration form.  Spaces will be 
filled on a first-come, first-served basis.   
 
The following original documents are required for registration: 

 Birth Verification of student, which may include, but not limited to, birth certificate; statement of birth; birth registration; 
refugee claimant form; permanent resident card; confirmation of permanent residence (not application for); baptismal 
certificate; passport; citizenship card; First Nation, Métis, Inuit ancestry; record of landing; substitute registration of birth 
or adoption; or other Ontario government - sanctioned document approved by the superintendent of schools 

 Custody/Adoption documentation if applicable 

 Proof of Residency of the student - two documents, one from each of the categories below showing the home address; 

 Category A - notice of tax assessment, current rental/lease agreement, agreement to purchase including proof of purchase 
provided before the pupil attends the school, or property tax bill, and 

 Category B— utility bill, bank statement or other official document 
 
 
If you have neighbours who live within our school boundary, and  who have not yet registered their school-aged children at 
Castlemore, please ask them to register ASAP.   A Kindergarten parent information session for pre-registered students will be 
held on Thursday, May 11th, 2017 from 6:30—8:00 p.m.  



 4 

 

LOST AND FOUND 
 

 

Parents are asked to check the Lost & Found items to see if there are any items belonging to their children.  
These items have been placed on tables near the school library.  There are a number of jackets, snow pants, 
sweaters, gloves, and water bottles.  Please note that all remaining items will be sent to a local charity mid-
April.    

Bikes and Skateboards at School  
 

Students and parents are reminded that while we do encourage all students to 
walk, bike, skateboard or roller-blade to school, we have some safety rules  
regarding their use.  
 

Please remember the following:  
 
1. Students are to wear the proper safety gear including:  helmet, wrist and knee guards, etc. 
2. Students are to either lock their bike to the fence beside the school parking lot area or on the bike 

rack located on the northeast corner of our school.  Students can carry their skateboard and/or roller-
blades into the school and lock them in their locker.  

3. Once on school property, students must dismount from their bike or walk and carry their board or rol-
lerblades. For the safety of all, they are not allowed to use these items on the school property. 

 

Student Busing Eligibility 
 

Did you know that students’ busing eligibility changes throughout their school career? Your son/daughter’s 
eligibility to ride the school bus may change according to their grade and distance from home to school. Be-
low are the provisions for eligibility identified in the Board’s Transportation Policy #680: 

 

 All YRDSB students in Grades JK-3 who live within 1.2 km of their school are not eligible for transportation 

 All YRDSB students in Grades 4-8 who live within 1.6 km of their school are not eligible for transportation 

 All YRDSB students in Grades 9-12 who live within a transit served area are not eligible for transportation.  

 

To view Board Policy #680 Student Transportation, please visit www.yrdsb.ca.  For more information about 
bus transportation and to determine your son/daughter’s eligibility please visit www.schoolbuscity.com. 

http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca
http://www.schoolbuscity.com
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YRDSB Survey for Parents/Guardians 

 
We will be inviting parents/guardians to participate in a survey May 1-19, 2017. This survey provides an impor-
tant opportunity for parent/guardian voice.  Results will be used to guide planning to support student achieve-
ment and well-being. 
 
You may complete the survey online or on paper. The online survey will be available in English. Paper surveys 
will be available from the school office in English, Simplified Chinese, Traditional Chinese, Farsi, Gujarati,  
Hebrew, Korean, Punjabi, Russian, Sri Lankan Tamil, Urdu and Vietnamese.  
 
We value your input and encourage you to complete the survey. The information you provide will be anonymous, 
considered confidential and kept in strict accordance with all relevant legislation.   
 

Information about how to access the online survey will be sent home with students at the end of April. Please  

contact the school if you have any questions. 

  

Student safety is a priority at Castlemore PS.  In an effort to maintain student safety in the park-
ing lot, we are asking students and families to use the designated crosswalk.  Crossing at points 
other than the crosswalk may not permit the same level of visibility that motorists require to safely 
maneuver their vehicle through the parking lot.  Please use the sidewalk when walk around the 
parking lot area.     

 

 

 

The Kiss n’ Ride continues to be a busy area during morning drop-off and afternoon pick-up.  To 
keep this area safe for students and families, please be mindful of the following points: 
 

 If you need to exit your car, please find a safe and legal parking spot.  
 If you are walking, please do not cross in the driving portion of the KISS and RIDE 
area.  Please use the sidewalks and locations with crossing guards. 
 Please pull up your car as far as possible to allow other drivers to use the Kiss and 
Ride area 
 Students are to exit the vehicle on the side adjacent to the sidewalk 
 Please use the outside exit lane following drop off  
 Please drive carefully and watch for pedestrians 
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